
Big Sur residents say 
they’ll pay to save
views and condors

By CHRIS COUNTS

A HANDFUL of residents who live on Partington
Ridge in Big Sur cherish both their mountaintop views and
the presence of endangered California condors. But preserv-
ing both at the same time could prove to be quite a challenge
— and expensive as well.

Residents met with PG&E and wildlife officials last week
to discuss how to protect condors from being electrocuted by
power lines in their community. The threat condors face in
Big Sur from power lines is very real, because their
wingspan is so big they can fly into a live wire and a ground
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Workers for Cal Am let a hydrant run at the corner of Juniper and
Ocean Friday morning to help flush discolored water from the mains.
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Brown water
caused by problem
at filtration plant
n Discoloration harmless, Cal Am says

By MARY SCHLEY

A MIXER mistakenly left running overnight at a Cal
Am facility to remove minerals from the Monterey
Peninsula’s water supply resulted in brown water flowing
from the taps of some 9,000 customers in Carmel, Carmel
Highlands, Carmel Valley, Pebble Beach and Monterey
Friday morning.

Many in town noted brown water running into their sinks
and seeing water pouring down the gutters and out of
hydrants throughout the city as Cal Am flushed the discol-
ored H2O from its system.

Cal Am spokeswoman Catherine Bowie said the discol-
oration resulted from higher than normal levels of iron and
manganese in the water. 

“We had a failure at our Begonia iron removal plant early
in the morning on Friday,” she explained. “On Friday, we
were flushing the system, trying to get the water out of there.
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P.B. undergrounding promises fewer outages
By PAUL MILLER

IT’S SOMETHING practically every homeowner in a
scenic part of the Monterey Peninsula has wished for: That
the ugly power lines in front of his house would go away.

And when winter storms hit, and trees fall, and the elec-
tricity goes out for days on end, people also find themselves
wishing their power lines could be safely routed underground
— out of reach of the area’s towering, shallow-rooted and

aging Monterey pines.
In Pebble Beach, an ambitious new program to solve both

problems is under way, with the undergrounding of power,
telephone and cable TV cables along the main feeder routes
into the community. 

“When we prioritized, we were trying to get the most ben-
efit for the residents,” said Mike Niccum, general manager of
the Pebble Beach Community Services District, which is
spearheading the work. “And that’s why we’re starting with
the 21,000-volt distribution lines — the ones you see on top
of the power poles. Those are the ones that cause the most
damage when trees hit them.”

And while keeping the power on is vital, “just the unsight-
liness of the poles is reason enough to get the work done,”
said Don Eastman, board president of the Del Monte Forest

In Pebble Beach
Thursday workers cut
a trench, while a
short distance away,
others fit conduit for
the undergrounding
of utilities. The sight is
bound to make resi-
dents who don’t like
extended power out-
ages happy — and
that includes every-
one.

C.V. WOMAN AWAKENS

IN HOUSE ON FIRE

By MARY SCHLEY

A WOMAN living on Piedras Blancas Road in Carmel
Valley escaped before her apartment was destroyed in an
early-morning fire Thursday, according to Monterey County
Regional Fire Division Chief Ron Lemos. Investigators are
working to determine the cause. 

The building, a duplex with the upstairs apartment vacant,
somehow caught fire while the downstairs resident was
asleep.

“When she woke up, it was already fully involved,” Lemos
said.

She managed to get out of the house and run to a neigh-
bor’s, where she dialed 911 around 1:10 a.m. July 25.

The first engine arrived from the Carmel Valley Village
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TOM THE BUTCHER DIES BATTLING BLUEFIN
By MARY SCHLEY

THE MAN known to most people in town as Tom the
Butcher — the congenial, expert, dedicated guy behind the
meat counter at Bruno’s Market — died at sea two weeks ago
while trying to reel in a 100-pound bluefin tuna during his
annual fishing trip in Southern California, according to mar-
ket owner Fermin Sanchez. Tom Gieser, who worked at the
market for almost 15 years and lived in town, was 63.

“He told me he was going to take this trip over the July 4
holiday and take the following week off, and he was going to
bring me back some nice fresh tuna, because the bluefin were

running,” Sanchez told The Pine Cone this week. Then, on
July 12, “I got a call from Tracy, whose husband is the cap-
tain of the boat, that Tom had a heart attack and died. He
hooked onto a 100-pound bluefin, and he wouldn’t let go,
and the fish wasn’t giving up, either.”

Most fishermen who hooked a trophy fish wouldn’t have
given up, she had told Sanchez, before observing, “In this
case, the fish won.”
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Tom Gieser, aka Tom the Butcher, was an avid fisherman. He died at
sea two weeks ago.


