
n 20-year-old ‘Happy’ adopted after
Orinda couple sees newspaper ad

By KELLY NIX

ABOUT HALF-PAST midnight on an early
morning in May, retired teacher Beth Lawn heard a
soft but persistent bark somewhere outside of her
Carmel Valley condominium. 

Lawn — a dog lover whose home is adjacent to
the C.V. Community Youth Center — walked outside
to try to find the dog, which sounded in distress.

“I went out in pajamas and bare feet,” she told
The Pine Cone.

It was too dark to see anything, so Lawn went
back in, fetched a flashlight and followed the bark to
the edge of Tularcitos Elementary School, where she
saw what looked like a pile of sticks nestled snuggly

Dreams
In Your

A celebration of the
Carmel lifestyle… 
a special section…
inside this week!

The Carmel Pine Cone
Volume 99  No. 24 On the Internet: www.carmelpinecone.com

Y O U R S O U R C E F O R L O C A L N E W S ,  A R T S A N D O P I N I O N S I N C E 1 9 1 5

June 14-20, 2013

Cops search city
worker’s house and
seize his computers
n Police refuse to talk, citing ‘personnel matter’ 

By MARY SCHLEY

CARMEL POLICE officers, as well as Chief Mike Calhoun and
administrative services director Susan Paul, walked into the Carmel
Valley home of the city’s IT manager, Steve McInchak, and his wife last
Wednesday evening to serve a search warrant seeking evidence in a pos-
sible criminal case against the longtime city employee.

McInchak and full-time computer tech Rose Franzen are also on paid
administrative leave from the city, pending internal investigations.

According to dispatch records, the search warrant was served the
evening of Wednesday, June 5, and it took police almost three hours to

Council adopts 
record-setting budget

By MARY SCHLEY

TAKING ADVANTAGE of an expected new $2 million
in revenues from the sales tax increase voters approved last
November, the Carmel City Council on Tuesday adopted an
unprecedented $18.2 million budget that calls for more cap-
ital projects and new jobs.

“The next several years will require focus on maintaining
the community’s quality of life, reconstituting the eroded
services to meet policy plan outcomes, and repairing and
maintaining the city’s neglected roads, buildings and infra-
structure,” city administrator Jason Stilwell said in his bud-
get presentation June 11. 

He said the 2013/2014 spending plan aims to fulfill the

Camila de la Llata was a popular local
actress, but died Sunday after battling
leukemia. 

PHOTO/KELLY NIX

This dog, thought to be 20 years old, was found trapped at
a Carmel Valley school. The woman who rescued the dog
has cared for her since that time.See HAPPY page 15A

See SEARCH page 9A

Dog missing for two years found in C.V. ditch

Leukemia takes life of young actress
By KELLY NIX

A TALENTED local actress who
passed away Sunday after battling
leukemia was remembered by her friends
as a strong and spirited young woman
who always seemed to have a smile on
her face.

Late last year, actress Camila de la
Llata, 23, was diagnosed with acute
myeloid leukemia, a blood and bone mar-
row cancer. Though her friends said she
fought the disease courageously for
months, she died June 9 in a Seattle-area
hospital.

Bri Slama first met Camila at Santa
Catalina, where both were students. The
two also attended California State
University Fullerton, where they majored
in theater arts

“When I think of her, I think of her
wild hair,” Slama told The Pine Cone
Tuesday. “That symbolized who she was.
She was the life of the party, and even
among theater people, she stood out.”

The women — who shared the same
birthday one year apart — also worked as
actors at the Monterey Bay Aquarium,
putting on singing and dancing shows for
children.

Last New Years’ Eve, Slama said she
and Camila spent the night at the “Twist
and Shout” performance at the Golden
Bough Playhouse in Carmel. Slama said
it didn’t even seem as if her friend was
sick, because she sang and danced during
the show, smiling the entire time.

“She was just a sunshine, even when
she was sick,” Slama said. “She was
never down. Never.”

While Camila had taken a hiatus from
CSU Fullerton and moved back to the
Peninsula, she had been enrolled in her
senior year at the Southern California
university when she found out she had
leukemia.

“The diagnosis came just about a
week before she was set to move back to

See ACTRESS page 13A

See BUDGET page 11A

Taxpayers sue water district over user fee
By KELLY NIX

A GROUP that waged a long battle to force a public vote
on a fee the water district began tacking onto Monterey
Peninsula property tax bills late last year has filed a lawsuit
over the issue.

On Thursday, the Monterey Peninsula Taxpayers
Association filed suit against the Monterey Peninsula Water
Management District over a Sept. 17, 2012, decision by the
district’s board of directors not to schedule an election after a
petition containing the names of 4,100 water customers
opposed to the water charge was submitted.

With director Dave Potter dissenting, the board declared
the petition invalid and not subject to a public vote, and the
fee — which opponents say is actually a tax — went into
effect. 

“What we are trying to do is have the water district follow
the law, particularly, state elections code,” taxpayers associa-
tion board member Rick Heuer told The Pine Cone.

The group’s lawsuit argues the water district board had
only two options when presented the petition, and declaring
the petition invalid wasn’t one of them.

“One option was to rescind the charge,” Heuer said. “Or
they could have put it on the ballot to allow voters to decide.”

Water district general manager Dave Stoldt told The Pine
Cone that the taxpayers association’s position, and the com-
plaint, aren’t reflective of what most water customers on the
Peninsula want. 

“People have come to realize the water supply situation is
so serious,” Stoldt said. “The water district is playing an
important role, and that’s where this money goes.”

The fee is expected to raise about $3.5 million each year
for water supply projects, such as a recycled water compo-
nent in which the district would fund 75 percent. 

“If the fee were to go away,” [the recycled water project]
would go away,” Stoldt said. 

Stoldt estimates that defending the lawsuit will cost more
than $100,000. 
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Sean Parker: Big Sur
wedding was ‘a dream’
n Coastal commission to 
consider $2.5M settlement

By KELLY NIX

WHILE SEAN Parker didn’t reveal too much
about his multimillion dollar wedding before the big
day at Ventana Campgrounds two weeks ago, he’s talk-
ing about it plenty now. For the Internet pioneer, his
June 2 wedding to Alexandra Lenas was all about the
trees.

In a letter to The Atlantic days after Parker and
Lenas got hitched in the woods next to the Ventana Inn,
Parker said it had been a dream of theirs to get married
beneath the redwoods.

“Everything we did was an homage to nature, to the
natural redwood environment which I call ‘God’s cathe-
dral,’” he wrote, expressing disappointment at the dis-
approving coverage his elaborate wedding has drawn.

See WEDDING page 14A


