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Clint Eastwood at his property alongside Highway 1 and the Carmel River, which
he plans to donate to the Big Sur Land Trust as part of a flood-control project.

See WEDDING page 27A

COASTAL COMMISSION CRITICIZED FOR

HANDS-OFF APPROACH TO MOGUL’S WEDDING

n Big fine levied, but work wasn’t halted

By KELLY NIX

THE FAMOUSLY strict California Coastal Commission
is getting a flood of criticism after allowing Internet tycoon
Sean Parker’s $10 million wedding to proceed in Big Sur
last weekend.

Parker, 34, married Alexandra Lenas June 1 in an elab-
orate ceremony at the Ventana Inn campgrounds in Big
Sur. The set for the wedding — which took three months
to build — featured stone ruins, waterfalls, bridges and
castle walls. But Parker and Ventana Inn never obtained
permits for the construction.

And while coastal commission staff members were

aware of the wedding and its elaborate preparations a month
before it happened, they didn’t red tag it. And two days after
the ceremony, the commission issued a glossy press release
announcing it reached a “settlement” with Parker for $2.5

Photos released by the California Coastal Commission show part
of the Ventana campground before (above right) and after (right)
elaborate construction work took place over a period of several
months for the wedding of Sean Parker and Alexandra Lenas. An
artificial pond and rustic stone bridge (above) were among the
features built — all without permits.

By PAUL MILLER

THE DANGER of flooding to homes and business-
es along the north side of the Carmel River, and of an
economic disaster for the entire Monterey Peninsula
from the looming state-imposed water cutback, will be
alleviated by a project spearheaded by the Big Sur Land
Trust which hinges on a major donation from former
Carmel Mayor Clint Eastwood.

Eastwood said this week he’ll give more than 80
acres of the old Odello artichoke fields on the east side
of Highway 1 to the Big Sur Land Trust so they can be
used to channel flood waters safely to the Pacific
Ocean. And a big portion of the potable water that’s
been historically used on the property for agriculture
will be made available to Cal Am and private property
owners in Carmel and Carmel Valley, Eastwood said.

“I’ve lived here full-time since the 1960s, and I
always enjoyed looking at the fields and the open space
on this property, and I just want to keep it the same,”
Eastwood told The Pine Cone during a tour of the prop-

erty Tuesday. 
At one time approved for more than 80 houses, the

highly scenic land lies between Palo Corona Ranch and
the Carmel River. In 1995, Eastwood and his former
wife, Maggie, bought it from the Odello family, which
had farmed the land for years and obtained develop-
ment approvals from Monterey County in the 1960s.
Two years later, the Eastwoods donated about 50 acres
where the subdivision had been approved to the land
trust. And now, Eastwood wants to give it the rest.

“I bought it to keep the houses from being built,”
Eastwood said. “And now the goal is to give the rest to
the Big Sur Land Trust, and they’ll keep it out of devel-
opment.”

More than 190 acre-feet of water has been used
every year on the land for grazing and row crops, he
added. Of that, 60 will stay on the property so the BSLT
can keep some of the land either in farming or grazing.
Another 45 acre-feet will be no longer be pumped, so it

Eastwood donation, BSLT plan promise flood and water shortage relief
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Venture capitalist buys Butterfly House for $16.5M
By CHRIS COUNTS

ONE OF Carmel’s most recognizable homes — named
the “Butterfly House” for its distinctive curved roof — sold
last week to venture capitalist Kevin Comolli for $16.5 mil-
lion.

Located at 26320 Scenic Road, the three-bedroom, four-
bath residence was designed and built in the early 1950s by
architect Frank Wynkoop. 

Perched on a rocky outcropping overlooking Point Lobos
and Carmel Bay, the 3,041-square-foot home had been listed
for $19.2 million by Carmel Realty, which described it as
“one of only five true oceanfront properties in Carmel.”

The construction of the house, which was completed in

1952, caused quite a stir. Some believed it would fall into the
ocean. Acquiring the steel columns and beams it needed dur-
ing the Korean War also proved to be a challenge. Wynkoop
eventually received a letter from President Dwight D.
Eisenhower permitting him to use the steel. But he only
owned his dream home for a brief time before money woes
forced him to sell it.

Steven Kahn and his family owned it for more than half a
century before Joe Walter bought the house in 2008. Before
Walter purchased it for $9.3 million, then Vice President
Dick Cheney was rumored to be its buyer.

Walter hired Wynkoop’s sons, Thor and Jay, to renovate

Neighbors sound off on
Carmel Valley dog park,
LUAC chair wants EIR

By CHRIS COUNTS

IF THE sentiment expressed at a June 3 hearing at St.
Philip’s Church was any indication, the path to opening an
ambitious dog-training business in Carmel Valley will be a
difficult one for its owners.

More than 150 people packed the church. Not only were
many residents vocal in their opposition to the proposed
Carmel Canine Sports Center, but Carmel Valley Land Use
Advisory Committee chair Jan Brennan suggested an envi-
ronmental impact report be done to examine its impacts. The
pricey study has doomed or indefinitely delayed many ven-
tures.

The LUAC opted not to vote on whether to recommend
approval or denial of the project. Instead, it continued the
hearing to a later date.

Great idea, wrong neighborhood?
Monterey County planning commissioner Martha Diehl

and two partners — her husband, Ken Ecklund, and Ernie
Mill — are seeking permission to open the business on 45
acres at 8100 Valley Greens Drive. Located just across the
street from Quail Lodge, the center would offer training and
agility facilities, a “safe and stress-free” place to let dogs

CHS grad dies chasing
Oklahoma tornadoes

By MARY SCHLEY

‘IF YOU had told me that I was going to risk my life
chasing tornadoes, I never would have believed you!” Carl
Young, 1986 Carmel High School graduate, told his friend
and former classmate, Pacific Grove Police Sgt. Jeff Fenton,
during a conversation on Facebook several months ago. “In
true honesty, it is about the science, some degree of public
service, the challenge, and a flurry of excitement when we
intercept one of these forces of nature! Witnessing a tornado
is downright AWESOME!”

Young, along with colleagues Tim and Paul Samaras, died
while pursuing tornadoes during the May 31 outbreak in
Oklahoma that killed more than a dozen people and injured
more than 100. Young and Tim Samaras — who created
TWISTEX, the Tactical Weather Instrumented Sampling of
Tornadoes Experiment, and invented the cutting-edge tech-
nology that allowed him to gather unprecedented data about


