
n Bail bondsman is looking for him, too

By MARY SCHLEY

CHARLES SEABORN, the former Carmel
Highlands man who went to prison for killing bicy-
clist Daniel Vasquez on Highway 1 near Point Lobos
in 2007, is on the lam after failing to appear in Santa
Clara County Court in February, according to an
investigator working for the bondsman who fronted
Seaborn’s $110,000 bail.

Seaborn, who has been living in a Gilroy apart-
ment on Monterey Road, was stopped by a California
Highway Patrol officer Dec. 12, 2012, on a highway
offramp after a motorist alerted authorities that a van
matching his was speeding, according to “Kara,” who
would not provide her last name but said she is an
investigator searching for Seaborn on behalf of
Gilbert Ramirez of Ramirez Bail Bonds.

When he was stopped, Seaborn refused to under-
go a breathalizer test and was booked on charges of
felony DUI, refusing to submit to chemical testing
and driving without proof of insurance, according to
Kara.

“Thankfully, this time no one was killed or

injured,” she said. “He knew that this was a violation of
his parole.”

He made the $110,000 bail with help from Ramirez,
but after his parole officer learned of the new arrest and
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Bobcats on the prowl

YOUNG BOBCATS taking advantage of spring’s bounty have been hunt-
ing rodents in Gerhard Bensberg’s backyard adjacent to Mission Trail
Nature Preserve, coming within 10 feet of his home. “They are great
gopher hunters, and I have seen them catch at least two gophers in my
yard,” he reported. “The ones I saw were a pair and seemed to be young.
They are quite cute to look at.”

Charles Ray Seaborn’s current and older mugshots appear on want-
ed posters in town. He is accused of skipping out on a sentencing
hearing in a second DUI incident.

Backcountry hikers rescued by CHP helicopter
By CHRIS COUNTS

A PAIR of hikers were rescued by a California
Highway Patrol helicopter April 26 in Big Sur after a cou-
ple living nearby heard them calling out in dis-
tress.

“We live in the last house on Partington
Ridge,” resident Jim Merz reported. “My wife,
Heidi, heard cries for help from somewhere to
the east of us. It was hard for us to hear them,
but we realized somebody needed help, so we
called 911.”

Merz said Monterey County Sheriff’s deputy
Don Smyth and CHP officer Peli Miro “quickly
responded to our house” after he called the
emergency hotline.

CHP spokesman Robert Lehman told The
Pine Cone the two hikers were located on a
steep, brushy ridge above the Partington Ridge
residential community.

“They got up there [on the ridge], but they
couldn’t get back down,” Lehman said. “We
hoisted them out and transported them back to
their car.”

Merz identified the hikers as Thela Darrah
and Jim Atkinson. Lehman said they were unin-
jured.

The hikers began their odyssey April 25
when they parked their car along Highway 1

and walked up the Tanbark Trail, which travels from
Partington Cove to a scenic vista adjacent to the Tin House
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A CHP helicopter plucks two misdirected hikers off a steep hillside in Big Sur
April 26. The pair, who were unprepared for their overnight ordeal, sustained
no injuries.

Tenants locked 
out in fight over 
Ocean Ave. building

By MARY SCHLEY

ONE OF town’s busiest restaurants was shut down, locks
were changed and a security guard was stationed outside the
building at Lincoln and Ocean Wednesday as a long-simmer-
ing legal battle came to a head after a Monterey County
Superior Court judge issued an order allowing a trust to seize
control of the building from Constance Dudley.

The lockout came a month-and-a-half after Monterey
County Superior Court Judge Kay Kingsley found Dudley in
contempt of court for refusing to follow a 2007 order giving
control of the complex to a trust that includes attorney Andy
Swartz, Breck Tostevin and Dudley’s ex-husband, Paul Laub.
That order demanded she relinquish control of all rents,
assets and management of the building, which includes
Dametra Cafe and Constance Wine Bar, to the Lincoln Trust.

“Constance Anne Dudley, respondent herein, is guilty of
contempt of court for failure to obey the April 13, 2007,

Big Sur man accused 
of stabbing cab driver

By CHRIS COUNTS

JUST MINUTES after a cab driver was stabbed to death
in Monterey Wednesday, police arrested a 20-year-old Big
Sur man, Joshua Kannon Claypole, on suspicion of murder.

The victim, 44-year-old Daniel Garcia Huerta of Salinas,
was found suffering from multiple stab wounds at Enterprise
Rent-A-Car in Monterey. The incident happened at about 1
p.m.

Police at first believed the suspect had barricaded himself
inside the business, but efforts to find him were unsuccess-
ful. After CPR was administered on Huerta, he was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

Shortly after responding to the incident, police received a
911 call from a woman who said her red Ford F150 truck was
carjacked. The man who stole the vehicle — and threatened
her with a knife — matched the description of the assailant
who stabbed Huerta.

The stolen truck was sighted near Del Monte and
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Carmel Sands Lodge has new owners
n P.B. Co. V.P. and innkeeper spouse

By MARY SCHLEY

TRADEWINDS INN owner Susan Stilwell and her hus-
band, Pebble Beach Company executive vice president Mark
Stilwell, bought the Carmel Sands Lodge from Wells Fargo
Bank for $6.5 million last week. They will not pursue plans
to build a new hotel in its place, they said.

Susan Stilwell, who has turned the Tradewinds into one of
Carmel’s most honored luxury hotels, said she was eager to
take on another project in town.

“I was looking for the right opportunity to buy another
hotel in Carmel, and Carmel Lodge fit the bill perfectly,” she
told The Pine Cone Wednesday. “It’s a great location and just
a block-and-a-half from Tradewinds, so it’s very convenient

for me.”
The motel stretches the entire block of Fifth Avenue and

about half a block on San Carlos Street, and includes a
restaurant. Former owner David How had planned to demol-
ish it and build an upscale boutique hotel designed by Pacific
Grove architect Eric Miller, but those plans were never
implemented because of the recession, and Stilwell said she
plans to update the existing hotel rather than scrap it.

“I’m going to keep it running and gradually upgrade it to
make it a very nice property,” she said. (Her husband, Mark,
“is not involved at all and doesn’t have the time to be
involved, frankly,” she said.)

Beyond knowing she will beautify and improve the lodge,
Stilwell hasn’t had much time to figure out the specifics,
such as what sort of establishment will open in the space that
for years housed Simpson’s restaurant, followed by Kurt’s
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