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A small grader began dismantling the old children’s pool at Lovers
Point last week in preparation for construction of a new one. 
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The Delta Captain, shown here off Pt. Bonita in 2009, was towing a
barge carrying a large crane to Southern California when it took on
water and sank off Pt. Sur last week.
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Crews breaking concrete for new kids pool
By KELLY NIX

SEVEN MONTHS after a fundraising effort was
launched to replace the children’s swimming pool at Lovers
Point in Pacific Grove, construction crews have begun rip-
ping out the old to make way for the new. 

The new $200,000 pool, being paid for by dozens of
donors, will be open in a few months, said Steve Thomas,
chairman of the Save the Lovers Point Children’s Pool over-
sight committee.

“I truly felt, as did many of the members of the fundrais-
ing committee, that while challenging, we could meet our
fundraising goal and have the pool open in the summer of
2013,” Thomas said.

Using a small bulldozer, the contractor for the project,
Estate Pools in Salinas, last week began tearing up the con-
crete surrounding the 40-plus-year-old pool, which lies next
to the new Beach House restaurant at Lovers Point. 

Though the fundraising goal of $250,000 for the pool was
ambitious, individuals, small businesses and public agencies
sprung into action quickly to contribute to the pool fund. 

Farmers threaten 
lawsuit over desal
plant test well

By KELLY NIX

A GROUP of Salinas Valley farmers is threatening to
sue the City of Marina if it allows California American Water
to drill a test well for the company’s proposed desalination
plant. 

In an April 17 letter to Marina mayor Bruce Delgado and
the city council, lawyer Michael Stamp, representing the Ag
Land Trust, said the group would go to court if Marina issues
Cal Am a permit to install a test well for the company’s $400
million plant, which will provide water for the Monterey
Peninsula. 

“Should the city approve the well application,” Stamp
said, “our client has authorized us to take all necessary legal
action to prevent the harm that is reasonably likely to arise
from the approval.”

The Ag Land Trust takes issue with the idea of exportingCity’s contract review
raises questions

By MARY SCHLEY

A LONGSTANDING agreement that had former fire
marshall Art Black inspecting buildings for fire hazards and
retired building official Tim Meroney checking building
plans for code compliance has been suspended by the city
after an official voiced concern about the way their latest
contract was negotiated. 

That has created questions about how the work — which
is necessary for planning and building projects to proceed,
and for businesses to operate — will be handled. 

City administrator Jason Stilwell said Black’s contract is
just one of many undergoing review for compliance with
state law and city policies and procedures.

Black, who’s been doing the city’s fire inspections for
years, recently learned he was supposed to stop work.

Just two weeks after
Boston Marathon 
bombing, runners 
rally in Big Sur

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE BIG Sur International Marathon’s dramatic setting
has defined the event since the race was first staged in 1986,
but it takes a back seat this year in light of the April 15 bomb-
ings at the Boston Marathon.

An estimated 4,500 participants — including as many as
400 who ran in the Boston event two weeks ago — will make
the arduous 26.2-mile journey north along Highway 1
Sunday from Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park to Rio Road in
Carmel. Another 5,500 will participate in other races.

While the runners will be busy contending with wind, fog,
hills, tight muscles and
declining stamina, it’s likely
most will also be thinking
about the tragedy that
unfolded in Boston, where
two terrorists used a pair of
bombs to kill three people
and injure 262 others.

The race’s new director,
Doug Thurston, said many
runners have contacted the
marathon office asking how
they can help — or show sol-
idarity for — those affected

by the bombings.
“There’s been a strong outpouring of support from many

of our runners who are stepping forward and wondering what
they can do,” he said.

Given the makeup of marathon runners, Thurston said he
isn’t surprised by their concern. “Marathon runners are all
about overcoming adversity and getting to the finish line,” he
explained.

Displaying the resiliency Thurston describes, 400 runners
are scheduled to participate in the second leg of the Boston 2
Big Sur Challenge. Many of the runners were unable to fin-
ish the race in Boston because of the bombing, and some
were no doubt traumatized by what happened. But it hasn’t

Tug towing barge sinks off Pt. Sur
By CHRIS COUNTS

FOUR PEOPLE were rescued by the United States
Coast Guard April 13 when their tug boat sank about 13
miles offshore from Point Sur. The boat was pulling a
barge, which was loaded with a large construction crane,
when the incident occurred.

“They started taking on water, so they sent out a dis-
tress call,” said Pam Boehland, a spokeswoman for the
coast guard. “We hoisted them from a life raft.”

The coast guard sent a helicopter and two boats to the
scene. All four people rescued were transported to
Monterey. While paramedics determined nobody was
injured in the incident, the 83-foot tug boat — known as
“The Delta Captain” — wasn’t so lucky.

“The tug is believed sunk and possibly suspended
below the barge by a 1,400 foot tow cable,” according to
an April 14 report at gcaptain.com, which bills itself as
“the world’s top-visited maritime and offshore industry

Agha claims water official
‘slandered’ his project

By KELLY NIX

THE BUSINESSMAN behind one of three competing
water projects for the Monterey Peninsula has accused the
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District general
manager of “bad mouthing” his proposal and said he’s owed
an apology.

In a 900-word email message to Monterey Peninsula
Water Management District general manager David Stoldt,
Nader Agha charges Stoldt with being disrespectful to his
proposed desal facility — which Agha calls the “People’s
Moss Landing Water Desal Project.”
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‘Marathon 
runners are 
all about 
overcoming
adversity’


