
Elder claims he wasn’t
drunk in double fatal

By MARY SCHLEY

THE PACIFIC Grove man arrested on suspicion of
felony DUI and vehicular manslaughter following a crash
that killed two women and injured a third in Pebble Beach
April 7 denies being drunk at the time of the wreck, accord-
ing to his San Francisco attorney, Paul Puri. 

In the collision, which occurred around 7:30 p.m. on Sloat
Road near Bird Rock Road, Elder’s Cadillac Escalade

crossed over the center line and hit a Ford Freestyle driven by
72-year-old Pebble Beach resident Sharon Daly head-on,
killing her and her 65-year-old passenger, Linda Larone, who
also lived in P.B, according to police. 

A passenger in Elder’s vehicle, 20-year-old Selvia Gattas
of Pebble Beach, was seriously injured and taken by heli-
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An excavator from GraniteRock removes tree stumps and earth
Thursday at the site of the new Spanish Bay parking structure.

Sharon Daly and Linda Larone, the former owners of Stone’s Pet
Shop, were killed in a head-on crash in Pebble Beach April 7.
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A trio of border collies watches over a large flock of sheep Saturday at
Fort Ord National Monument, which celebrates its first birthday April 20.
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By CHRIS COUNTS

TWO ACTIVITIES that you might not expect to find at
a national park are thriving at Fort Ord National
Monument, which celebrates its one-year anniversary
Saturday — mountain biking and sheep grazing.

A generation ago, cattle and sheep grazing were
believed to have a destructive effect on the environment —
and the notion of allowing the practice in parks seemed far-
fetched. But today, hundreds of sheep graze at Fort Ord,
where they offer surprising benefits.

“The sheep-grazing program has a proven track record
of reducing wildfire hazards and stimulating native plant
regeneration,” explained Eric Morgan, the monument’s
manager. “The sheep have been effective in controlling
invasive thistle populations. We’re happy with the results.”

And so is the public. On a recent weekend afternoon,
park visitors watched spellbound as four border collies
guided a large flock of sheep from one hillside to another.
With the collies in quick pursuit, the sheep moved in unison
across the landscape with surprising swiftness.

“They’ve become an attraction in and of themselves,”
Morgan said of the sheep. “People are always asking us
when the sheep are coming. They bring their families to see
them.”

The biggest challenge the monument faces regarding
sheep is not how they impact the environment, but what
happens when they encounter unleashed dogs.

“We’ve had sheep injured,” Morgan said. “We need to let
visitors know they need to put their dogs on leashes when
they’re around the sheep.”

The sheep arrived at Fort Ord in February after spending
much of the winter in Los Baños. They’ll stay until mid-
summer — or as long as Fort Ord’s grasslands can provide
them with nutrients. The company that grazes the sheep has
done so at Ford Ord for the past decade, and pays the fed-
eral government a nominal fee for he privilege.

Bikes aren’t so bad
Like grazing, mountain biking was once unwelcome in

Grazing and biking side-by-side at Fort Ord National Monument

P.B. CO. MOVING DIRT

IN FIRST PHASE OF

DEVELOPMENT PLAN
By KELLY NIX

AFTER MORE than a quarter century of planning,
the Pebble Beach Company has broken ground on a long
awaited development project that includes a new resort,
homesites and a large spa, along with the conservation
of hundreds of acres of native Monterey pine forest 

In the works since 1987, construction crews have
finally started the initial phase of the development — a
285-space parking structure at 17 Mile Drive and
Congress Avenue that will serve visitors and guests at
the Inn at Spanish Bay.

“After 20 long years, it is almost surreal that we are
beginning construction on the first phase of the Del
Monte Forest project,” Pebble Beach Co. CEO Bill
Perocchi told The Pine Cone Wednesday. 

Using an excavator and other heavy equipment, crews
this week began clearing nearly three acres of Monterey
Pine Forest for the 115,000-square-foot parking lot. A
chain link fence with dark green mesh was installed
around the perimeter of the construction site. 

When the parking lot is completed in mid August,
vehicles will be able to access it from 17 Mile Drive and
Congress Avenue, which will no longer be used for the
inn’s overflow parking.

The P.B. Co., which will have a formal groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the lot and a new driving range at
Collins Field in early June, worked for years to get per-
mission from the coastal commission for various ele-
ments of the project. Just for construction of the parking
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Dangerous fugitive on the loose in Big Sur
By CHRIS COUNTS

POLICE ARE still looking for a notorious robbery sus-
pect who’s wanted in numerous parts of the state and who led
them on a dangerous high-speed chase along Highway 1 in

Big Sur, ditched a stolen car
in Palo Colorado Canyon,
swiped another vehicle from
a resident, and somehow
slipped past deputies who
were hot on his trail — all on
Wednesday.

Wanted in Santa Cruz and
Sonoma counties for his pos-
sible role in a string of rob-
beries and car thefts — and
considered armed and dan-
gerous — 42-year-old
Dimitri Storm, described as
a “transient,” was on the lam
when he surfaced in Big Sur
April 16. Witnesses reported
seeing him at the Maiden
Pub that night, and police
said he threatened a clerk at

the Big Sur River Inn’s General Store the next morning. He
later left in a gray Lexus sedan that was recently reported

stolen from the Carmel area.
Monterey County sheriff’s deputy Dan Mitchell saw

Storm driving north along Highway 1 in the Lexus at about
12:40 p.m. “I attempted to catch up with the vehicle, but it
fled northbound on Highway 1 at speeds exceeding 100
mph,” the deputy reported.

Storm almost caused an accident along Highway 1 near
Andrew Molera State Park, where a road crew was working.
“The vehicle nearly collided with other vehicles and con-
struction workers,” Mitchell said.

And he came close to causing a wreck just south of the

Dimitri Storm

Snowy plover vs.
wells for desal plant

By KELLY NIX

AN ADORABLE little shorebird is seriously ruffling the
feathers of officials trying to build a $400 million water pro-
ject for the Monterey Peninsula. 

The western snowy plover (Charadrius nivosus) is the lat-
est stumbling block for California American Water’s pro-
posed desalination plant in North Marina. At issue is the pro-
tected bird’s nesting area, which happens to be located at the
same Marina Beach where Cal Am proposes to place the
source wells for its desalination plant.

“That little section where Cal Am is proposing [for the
wells],” Carmel Mayor Jason Burnett told The Pine Cone, “is
the among the best, if not the best, breeding habitat for the
snowy plover.”

Burnett said he learned that after a meeting Thursday with
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service representative Jake Martin,
who outlined the agency’s deep concerns over Cal Am’s facil-
ities being in the middle of prime plover habitat. 

“He said it’s going to be very problematic from their per-
spective,” and could even preclude installation of the wells
there,” Burnett said. 


