
By KELLY NIX

A POLICE evidence room will continue to be the
home for a human fetus specimen that had been kept in
the cellar of the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural
History for several decades until two years ago, the
museum board decided Wednesday.  

Despite a request that the fetus be returned to the
museum’s basement, from which it was removed and
relocated in 2010, the board voted unanimously to keep
it at the police station — at least until the city decides
what to do with it permanently.  

“I say let’s leave it where it is and move on” said
museum board director Stephanie Atigh.

The 3-inch specimen has sparked speculation and
debate about how the museum obtained the item and
what should be done with it. After museum officials in
2010 said they were not interested displaying it, city
manager Tom Frutchey decided it should be kept at the
police department.

But former museum board member Esther Trosow
has long argued the fetus should be taken back to the
facility, even if it’s not going to be exhibited.

“I say just put it back where it was,” Trosow wrote
in a letter to the museum board this week. “It will take
up about three inches of shelf space. Why did it have to
be moved in the first place?” 

Though the board was unanimous in its decision,

Vern Yadon, who was the museum’s director from 1957
to 1992, said it shouldn’t be kept at the police depart-
ment.

“Those people [police personnel] are not academic
individuals,” Yadon said. “And I can just see human
remains being an object of frivolity and things of that
nature behind closed doors, and I just don’t think that
should happen.”

Yadon, who called the issue a “great to-do about
very little,” said he remembers the fetus from his early
days at the small natural history museum.

“It was there when I arrived in 1957, and I did ask
my predecessor about it,” he said, “And he threw up his
hands and said, ‘I don’t know anything about it.’”

The fetus has been rumored to have been donated or
sold to the museum by notable marine biologist Ed
Ricketts, an argument Trosow has made. She criticized
the museum for not doing enough to establish its prove-
nance. 

“The museum foundation staff and city staff have
not allowed independent experts to examine it in an
attempt to determine whether it might be a specimen
from Ed Ricketts’ Pacific Biological Laboratories,” she
said. “Nor have they allowed any photographs of the
specimen to be taken to help in the identification.”

Frutchey said the handwriting on a label of the spec-
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A magnificent home on 17 Mile Drive just north of the Lone
Cypress was sold March 4 to an unidentified buyer for $22.5
million — the highest price for a home anywhere in the county
since before the Great Recession. Mike Canning of Carmel
Realty, who represented the buyer, said the local market has
“clearly turned,” with “inventory levels down, days on market
shortening and well priced homes drawing multiple offers.”
County assessor Steve Vagnini said he expects an overall
increase of 2 percent in county property values this year — a
far cry from the sharp declines of five years ago.

P.B. mansion
sells for $22.5M

PHOTO/COURTESY CALTRANS

The collapsed section of Highway 1 just north of Rocky Creek will be open
to two-way traffic by Labor Day, according to CalTrans, whose employees
and contractors are bravely working on the side of a cliff to construct mas-
sive concrete footings that will hold up the new roadway. The $11 million
project was necessitated because the road gave way in March 2011.

City working to
have Flanders lease
signed by May

By MARY SCHLEY

SIX PEOPLE have contacted Carmel City Hall and two
have submitted proposals since the city council decided in
January to offer Flanders Mansion for lease, city administra-
tor Jason Stilwell said this week. A couple of the interested
parties have toured the mansion, which is closed to the pub-
lic.

Meanwhile, an updated environmental impact report on
the proposed sale of the historic house, which the city has
been trying to unload for almost a decade, is set to be
reviewed by the council again in April.

“We’re in discussions with six people, and I think we’ve
had two proposals, but I’m not sure if they’re complete,”
Stilwell said. New public services director Sharon
Friedrichsen and other city staffers are combing through the
proposals “to make sure they include what needs to be
included.”

To help ensure people know what they’re getting into
before they apply, Friedrichsen drafted a request for propos-
als that was posted on the city website last week. While the
information is extensive, including mitigation measures and
dozens of repair and restoration tasks, Stilwell said that, most
importantly, proposals should be framed around several cri-
teria the council identified at its January meeting.

Specifically:
n Flanders must be used as a single-family residence dur-

ing the term of the lease;
n the lessee must show sufficient liquid financial

resources to restore and renovate the residence and grounds
consistent with a preservation plan approved by the city
according to historic preservation standards;

n the lessee must agree to conform to and implement all
mitigation measures approved by the city council to offset the
impacts of turning the publicly owned building into private
property;

n the lessee must restore the property on “a timely basis,”
maintain it throughout the lease and return it to the city fully
restored;

n the lessee must agree to pay market rent (estimated in
2009 to be $8,500 per month), including all expenses,

See FETUS page 15A

TUG-OF-WAR CONTINUES OVER PRESERVED FETUS
Big Sur highway to 
reopen, thanks to plenty of
concrete — and courage

See FLANDERS page 13A

Cultural commission
wants council to back
Scout House restoration

By MARY SCHLEY

THE COMMUNITY activities & cultural commission
voted Tuesday to recommend the Carmel City Council put
the rehabilitation and reopening of the historic Scout House
on the fast track, now that two philanthropic groups have
voiced their desire to raise the funds and do the work, accord-
ing to commissioner Kristy Downing. Other than being the
occasional topic of discussion during budget talks and elec-
tion campaigns, the historic building located at Mission and
Eighth has been largely ignored since the city shut it down a
decade ago due to handicap-access issues.

Prior to the commission’s March 12 meeting, Downing
met with Eagle Scout candidate Michael Doyle — who last

Trail plan offers grand
vision but few details

By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER MORE than four years of talks, the most ardent
local supporters of the California Coastal Trail can’t say
where even a stretch of the route will be built in Big Sur —
much less when construction will begin.

But when they gather Saturday, March 16, at the Big Sur
Lodge Conference Center for a public meeting about the
trail, supporters plan to unveil an ambitious — and possibly
lengthy — locally driven process to determine precisely
where the path will go.

Trail backers seek local support
In 2001, state legislators called for the completion of a

1,300-mile recreational trail spanning the length of
California’s coastline from Mexico to Oregon — and costing
what a coastal commission study said could be as much $668
million. But, despite all that expense, getting the trail through
Big Sur could be as thorny a task as a hike through the
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