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Man rescued after falling onto rocks near P.B. mansion Regional park district
of California State Parks lifeguards arrived to assist, along eyes takeover, expansion
with Monterey County Sheriff’s deputies and the U.S. Coast
A MAN who was “exploring” private oceanfront prop- Guard, Acosta said firefighters from Pebble Beach eventual- of Jacks Peak park
erty near The Lodge in Pebble Beach ventured too close to ly pulled the injured man to safety by climbing down ropes
By MARY SCHLEY

the edge of the ragged bluff and fell 25 feet onto rocks at the and bringing him back up on a litter after checking him out
water’s edge Monday afternoon, injuring himself and requir- for injuries. A total of 15 firefighters were on scene.
ing rescue by firefighters who used ropes to raise him to
See RESCUE page 12A
safety before the tide came in, according to Cal
Fire Battalion Chief Jude Acosta.
“He was walking behind a residence off 17
Mile Drive when he fell down approximately
25 feet onto the rocks,” Acosta told The Pine
Cone of the man, whose identity was not available. “It wasn’t his residence. He was exploring.”
Bystanders on the 18th Hole at the Pebble
Beach Golf Links heard the man yelling for
help after he fell around 4:15 p.m. March 4,
and they directed rescuers to his location.
“They could see him from where they were
— they heard him — so we made it to around
that address and were able to find him,” he said.
The man fell from rocks near the home at
3290 17 Mile Drive, which is owned by former
Brocade Communications CEO Greg Reyes
and his wife, Penny.
PHOTO/COURTESY CALFIRE
While the Carmel Highlands Fire Protection
District launched its Zodiac rescue boat to try Rescue workers prepared an injured man for a trip to the hospital after he fell from
to access the man from the water, and a couple the rocks in front of an oceanfront mansion in Pebble Beach Monday.

COUNCIL PRESERVES MUSIC-AND-ALCOHOL LAW
By MARY SCHLEY

A

FTER REALIZING a city ordinance allowing live
music in establishments that sell alcohol had lapsed more
than a year ago, the Carmel City Council this week approved
an urgency ordinance to immediately reenact it. Council
members also adopted the first reading of the permanent law,
without an expiration date this time, to take effect in May.
Mayor Jason Burnett said the lapse came to his attention
in part due to last week’s Pine Cone story, as well as because
of concerns raised by restaurateur David Fink, who is seeking live music permits for two of his establishments. Due to
the last-minute addition to the March 5 agenda, assistant city
administrator Heidi Burch and associate planner Marc
Wiener had to work over the weekend to prepare the docu-

ments for the council’s consideration Tuesday.
“We don’t normally like to make staff work over the weekend, but we didn’t want unintended consequences,” Burnett
said.
When the council first adopted the law in 2005, overturning a 66-year-old ban on live entertainment in bars and
restaurants serving beer, wine and cocktails, “we didn’t have
any experience with live music,” city attorney Don Freeman
explained at Tuesday’s meeting. “So the council put a threeyear limit on it.”
In 2008, the council renewed the law but left the threeyear sunset in place, and in November 2011, it expired without anyone noticing. Fast-forward to early this year, when

See PERMANENT page 24A

By CHRIS COUNTS
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HILE JACKS Peak County Park gets very little public use compared to many other local recreational areas, that
could change dramatically if a plan by the Monterey
Peninsula Regional Park District comes to fruition.
According to board member John Dalessio, the regional
park district is working to acquire the county park and combine it with several other properties in private ownership to
create a 2,000-acre forest preserve that could link Monterey
and Carmel Valley.
“This is the most exciting thing I’m ever going to say to
this board,” began Dalessio,
the senior member of the
regional park district board, at
Monday’s night meeting at
‘We have an
Seaside City Hall.
absolute
Describing the proposed
parkland as “the only sustainobligation to
able natural Monterey pine
preserve it.’
forest in the world,” Dalessio
said, “We have an absolute
obligation to preserve it.”
Dalessio said the Jacks
Peak forest could hold the genetic key to the survival of the
Monterey pine. While the pine is one of the most widely distributed trees on earth, and has been planted extensively in
countries such as Argentina and New Zealand, he said the
pines in those forests lack the genetic diversity to withstand
a serious blight or infestation — largely because they are
grown like an agricultural crop. In contrast, the local forest
has evolved over thousands of years, and as a result, the pines
are more resistant to disease and pests.
For a variety of reasons, Dalessio said the regional park
district is better suited to manage the proposed park than
Monterey County Parks, which oversees the Jacks Peak property.
“The park is very underutilized,” he explained. “The park
closes in the afternoon and charges people money to access
it, which discourages use. Our parks are free, they’re open
from dawn to dusk, and we keep our parks in excellent condition.”
Dalessio and others at the meeting also pointed out that

See JACKS PEAK page 23A

PHASE 2 OF MISSION RETROFIT TO BEGIN SOON
By MARY SCHLEY

Bridging the gap between
parks and the new generation

A
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After high winds abated, a giant crane was able to
remove scaffolding from the Mission roof Wednesday.

FTER BEING thwarted by high winds Tuesday, the
giant crane at the Carmel Mission on Wednesday began
removing the pieces of scaffolding that have protected the
historic building’s exposed roof from the elements since
last summer.
“There was high wind this afternoon,” Vic Grabrian,
president of the nonprofit foundation that’s raising funds
for and overseeing the work, said March 5. “Apparently it’s
30 mph up there on the roof, which makes it too dangerous to lift those trusses down. The wind definitely makes
it treacherous.”
But the weather was calmer the following day, allowing
crews to get to work removing the steel trusses — which
were covered in plastic to keep out the rain and were being
rented by the Carmel Mission Foundation for $32,000 per
month — and to then begin placing the clay barrel tiles
that were carefully salvaged from the old roof over the new
roof structure.
That constitutes one of the final steps of the $5 million
seismic retrofit that included strengthening the roof of the
220-year-old building, upgrading wiring and fire protection systems, and inserting steel rods to stabilize the walls.
The Basilica is now “three times stronger than it was
before,” and the project, being undertaken by Blach

By CHRIS COUNTS
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HERE ARE few places on earth that possess such a rich diversity of user-friendly parkland as Monterey County. But will the next
generation of its residents — many of whom are the children of immigrants and have little access to such places — learn to appreciate
them?

See OUTINGS page 19A
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See MISSION page 12A

About 50 youngsters, mostly from Seaside, hiked March 2 through Palo Corona
Regional Park to a scenic vista overlooking Point Lobos.
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