
DANCE KIDS PROPOSES TO FIX UP SCOUT HOUSE
takes hold. 

At this month’s city council meeting, Richmond outlined
plans to embark on a capital campaign to revive the city-
owned building at Mission and Eighth and beautify its
grounds.

“Obviously, the Scout House has been sit-
ting idle for quite some time,” Richmond said
during the public comment period at the Feb.
5 meeting. “The more we thought about it, the
more we thought about turning something
that was sitting idle and not producing income
into a positive use area and perhaps a revenue-
generating facility for the city.”

Dance Kids, a nonprofit that stages youth
ballets at Sunset Center and has its offices
there, had been using the Scout House for
rehearsals before it closed.

Restoring and reopening the building
“would help with the connectivity from the
residential to the downtown area,” he said, and
would bring the city money via rental income.

He also said fixing up the property, which
is overgrown with weeds and has no driveway
or sidewalks, other than steps to the front
door, would make Eighth Avenue safer for
pedestrians, including the kids who dance at
the Carmel Ballet Academy next door. Dance
Kids has more than 160 adults and children
who take part in its programs, including many
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Heavy equipment working Thursday at the intersection of Forest and Lighthouse in
Pacific Grove. The work, which will continue until April 8, is hurting nearby businesses.

PHOTO/MARY SCHLEY

The Scout House has been closed for years, due to handicap access issues, but a non-
profit wants to fix it up.
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Parks still on 
cultural commission
— for now

By MARY SCHLEY

REPORTS OF Tom Parks’ demise have been greatly
exaggerated.

Enraged by a Letter to the Editor in which Parks called
him “a graduate of the Benito Mussolini Finishing School,”
restaurateur Rich Pepe began
demanding Parks’ resigna-
tion from the Carmel
Community Activities &
Cultural Commission — a
campaign that generated
more than 100 mostly sup-
portive comments on Pepe’s
Facebook page, along with a
premature announcement
from writer Tony Seton that
Parks had resigned Tuesday.

On Saturday, Pepe posted
on Facebook: “Please give
your opinion: Tom Parks, a
member of the cultural com-
mission at Carmel-by-the-
Sea, California, said in a
Letter to the Editor to The
Carmel Pine Cone about me, ‘What do you expect from a
guy who is rumored to be a graduate of the Benito Mussolini
Finishing School?’ Tom Parks was not trying to compliment

Lawsuit threats
pile up against Pine Cone

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

THE ANONYMOUS woman’s voice was pleasant
enough, but her words were menacing.

“I’m calling on behalf of the Scott Salyer group and his
attorneys,” she said in a phone call last Friday. “There are
several inaccuracies in your story today about Mr. Salyer’s
sentencing, and we’re going to need to get some retractions
organized or we’ll have to seek legal action.”

When publisher Paul Miller heard these words, he said, “I

Tom Parks

With town’s main intersection closed, P.G. businesses say, ‘We’re still here!’

See FIX page 27A

See BAGS page 27A See THREATS page 13A

City’s ban on plastic shopping bags takes effect
By MARY SCHLEY

THE CITY’S ban on “single-use” plastic bags took
effect this month, with retailers still using them subject to
fines and possible loss of their businesses licenses.

The ordinance adopted by the Carmel City Council last
July included a six-month grace period for businesses to get
rid of their plastic bags and replace them with paper or
reusable bags.

But now that the grace period has expired, stores found
violating the rule could be fined up to $200, and pervasive
refusal to follow it could result in revocation of their business
licenses. The law provides exemptions for restaurants and
nonprofits, and does not forbid retailers from offering bags
without handles “to transport produce, bulk food, candy or
meat” from a department to the checkout, “to hold prescrip-
tion medication dispensed from a pharmacy,” or “to segre-
gate food or merchandise that could damage or contaminate
other food or merchandise when placed together in a bag.”

But, in general, according to the law, “The production and
disposal of single-use plastic bags causes significant envi-
ronmental impacts, including contamination of the environ-
ment, the deaths of marine animals through ingestion and
entanglement, and widespread litter.”

It states the ordinance’s purpose “is to protect, conserve
and enhance the city’s unique natural beauty and irreplace-
able natural resources through the elimination of single-use
plastic carryout bags and by encouraging the use of reusable
bags.”

While other municipalities’ bag bans, such as Monterey’s,
require retailers to charge customers for paper bags, business
people in Carmel worried the dime fee would upset shoppers
and hurt sales, so it wasn’t included when the council adopt-
ed the ordinance last summer. Instead, paper bags will con-
tinue to be free, and a task force agreed to work on a program
encouraging people to bring reusable bags with them.

By PAUL MILLER

THE MAIN intersection of downtown Pacific
Grove, Forest and Lighthouse, is blocked because of a
safety and beautification project and will be closed

until April 8, causing
significant business
losses for even very
popular stores near the
intersection as shop-
pers avoid the area
because they’re wor-
ried they won’t be able
to get through or find
a place to park.

To help make sure
people don’t forget
them, the owner of
Pavel’s Backerei is
offering a free

baguette to anybody who brings in a receipt from one
of the shops near his emporium of baked goods.

“The No. 1 idea is to let everyone know it’s open
down here,” said Paul Wainscoat, owner of Pavel’s.

“When people see ‘Road Closed’ signs, they don’t
want to get stuck, and it’s really hurting some of the
shops.”

When even one store loses business, it affects
everybody, he said. “We all share the same customers.
We all thrive on each other on this street.”

Next door at Pacific Grove Florist, owner Michelle
Roberson agreed.

“Usually, you can just stand in front of my store
and watch people go to Grove Market, and then pick
up something from Pavel’s, and then stop in the florist,
and then go across the street to Sprout,” Roberson
said. “Now you’re definitely not seeing it as much.”

“Once people find a parking place, they like to
walk to the different stores,” agreed Eunice Conneau,
an employee at the flower store. “But when the road is
closed, there are fewer parking spaces.”

Wainscoat, who ran an ad in this week’s Pine Cone
offering his baguette giveaway (see page 4A), said
through traffic still operates on Forest Avenue by exit-
ing before Lighthouse through the Grove Market or
Chase Bank parking lots, but that most people don’t

See SHOPS page 28A

By MARY SCHLEY

HAVING SAT vacant and closed for more than a decade
due to its not being handicapped accessible, the historic
Scout House could be spiffed up and reopened if a proposal
by Dance Kids of Monterey County founder Alan Richmond

You can still
park and 
drive through,
but most people
don’t realize it


