
n ‘SLUTS’ jump line brings furious reaction

By KELLY NIX

ON THE day a story about a controversial Carmel party
appeared in last week’s Pine Cone, a Monterey attorney took
the unprecedented move of trying to compel a judge to order
all the newspapers pulled from the racks. 

On Friday, Feb. 8, Jeannette Witten — attorney for Racey
Promotions and Vesuvio restaurant owner Rich Pepe — tried
but failed to convince a judge that the papers should be pulled
because of a story about a Feb. 7 party at Vesuvio on 6th and
Junipero.

The story, which centered around Carmel resident Carolyn
Hardy’s comments that young female models used to pro-
mote the party might be mistaken for “sluts and whores,” also
used the word “SLUTS” as its jump line, which was intend-
ed to help readers find the rest of the story on another page
inside the newspaper.

“All I did was pick a word from the story that was catchy
and memorable, which is what I always do with jumps,” said
Pine Cone publisher Paul Miller, who chose the story for the
front page and wrote the jump line. “It wasn’t a reference to
the girls at all.”

But, according to court documents filed by Witten, “con-
tinued distribution” of  The Carmel Pine Cone with the words
“SLUTS” in bold and caps over the photograph of the mod-
els and the headline that contained the words “disgusting and

CLARIFICATION

Last week we used the word “sluts” to guide readers to the
inside continuation of a story about a local resident’s objec-
tions to the city council about a party held at Vesuvio
restaurant. The story included the resident’s opinion that the
provocatively dressed and posed models in a photo used to
promote the party might be “mistaken for sluts and
whores.” The Pine Cone’s use of the word “sluts” to help
readers find the continuation of the story was a reference to
the resident’s quote, and not to the girls in an adjacent
photo. The Pine Cone did not and would not refer to the
girls as sluts.
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Effort to have 
newspapers 
confiscated fails

Salyer gets six years in federal prison

See SALYER page 8A

n Expresses remorse, but victim doubts it

By PAUL MILLER

SACRAMENTO — PEBBLE BEACH businessman
Scott Salyer, who once presided over one of California’s most
successful agricultural firms, was sentenced to six years in
federal prison Tuesday by U.S. District Judge
Lawrence Karlton for racketeering, bribery and price-
fixing in a case that has also seen several of Salyer’s
former top lieutenants put behind bars.

He also agreed to forfeit more than $3 million
stashed in a bank account in Andorra, but he escaped
millions more in fines sought by prosecutors because
the formerly wealthy Salyer, 57, who enjoyed a lavish
lifestyle and lived in a mansion near the Lodge, is now
broke, according to Karlton.

“There’s no money to pay a fine with,” the judge
said during a dramatic sentencing hearing in a packed
15th floor courtroom.

Pressed by prosecutors, Karlton conceded that
Salyer may receive a portion of the nearly $50 million
in proceeds from the recent sale of Cedenco, his suc-
cessful tomato processing business in Australia. 

But he accepted the defense argument that Salyer is
already facing $163 million in civil judgments stem-
ming from his criminal activity, and is likely to face a
lot more.

The sentence was a compromise between the seven
years sought by the prosecution team, led by Assistant
U.S. Attorney Matthew Segal, and the four years
Salyer’s defense attorneys argued for. 

After being indicted on multiple charges in February 2010
and arrested a few weeks later at New York’s John F. Kennedy
airport, Salyer spent seven months in jail while trying to get
released on bail and aggressively asserting his innocence.

But in March 2012 he suddenly pled guilty, admitting that
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Scott Salyer, accompanied by some of his lawyers, leaves the Sacramento
federal courthouse Tuesday after being sentenced to six years in prison for
price-fixing and bribery.

Hesselbein’s robbed by men
posing as utility workers

By KELLY NIX

TWO MEN dressed as utility workers who said they
needed to check on a gas leak tied up employees at
Hesselbein’s Jewelers and stole more than $200,000 in jewel-
ry from display cases at the Crossroads store last week.

The robbers, described as black men between the ages of
30 and 40, brandished a handgun and stole items out of a dis-
play case at about 11:35 a.m. Feb. 8 before fleeing out a back
door of the business.

The store’s owner freed himself and called police but the
suspects were long gone before deputies with the Monterey
County Sheriff’s Office arrived on scene, according to the
sheriff’s office. 

The men, who wore white hard hats, orange reflective
safety vests, and tan and brown colored pants, told employ-
ees they were at the shop to investigate a gas leak before rob-
bing the high end shop. 

Hesselbein’s manager, Brad Johnson, did not respond to
email and voicemail messages left by The Pine Cone.

The store, at 143 Crossroads Blvd., sells watches by Patek
Philippe, Omega and Ebel, and jewelry by Aaron Basha,
Mikimoto and J.B. Star. 

See PRESIDENTS page 8A

Pistachios, Pellegrino and two past presidents
By CHRIS COUNTS

WORKING LATE on inventory last week, a
Monterey shopkeeper received a surprise visit from former
President Bill Clinton, who, it turns out, really likes pista-

chios.
Clinton, along with former presidents Jimmy Carter

and George W. Bush, attended a private event Feb. 7 at the
Monterey Plaza Hotel.

After leaving the Cannery Row resort, Clinton and his
entourage of Secret Service agents wandered into Stewart
& Jasper Orchards, a shop specializing in nuts, dried fruits
and other speciality food items. The business was closed at
the time and its front door was locked, but a second door
leading to the lobby of the hotel was open.

“He came in and decided to do some shopping,” said
Ola Williamson-Rocha, the manager of the shop. 

Once famous for his love of high-calorie fast food,
Clinton now embraces a vegan diet — and his local shop-
ping spree confirmed that.

“He bought six pounds of pistachios, two pounds of
dried apricots, a pack of ‘tropical’ trail mix, three packs of
‘balsamic herb’ almonds and a round of Pellegrino
sparkling water for everybody,” Williamson-Rocha report-
ed.

The 42nd president also picked up something specialBill Clinton loves a good apple, and George W. Bush can really
dig into an ear of corn, but it turns out both men (and especially the
Democrat) are also fans of a Cannery Row nut shop.
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Supes OK lower cap 
on C.V. development

By CHRIS COUNTS

RESOLVING A lawsuit that claimed the 2010
General Plan will allow too much development in Carmel
Valley, the Monterey County Board of Supervisors voted
unanimously Feb. 12 to amend the plan to lower the cap on
new units in Carmel Valley from 266 to 190 and make
other changes.

Opponents urged supervisors not to make the deal,
arguing Carmel Valley’s population is shrinking, and
reducing the number of future units would be “discrimina-

Water district calls
for larger desal plant

By KELLY NIX

AFTER HEARING overwhelming support from resi-
dents, hospitality industry professionals and others, the
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District board
approved plans for a larger desalination plant to supply
water to the Peninsula.

In a 6-0 vote Wednesday night, directors voted to back
a California American Water request to allow the proposed
desal plant in Marina to produce more water to fulfill legal
lots of record, tourism bounce-back and other demands.


