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County officials assess a rockslide blocking Partington Ridge Road
after a storm Dec. 23. Fifty residents are trapped behind it. See ISOLATED page 12A

Partington Ridge residents prepare for long haul
n Neighborhood is ‘like an island’

By CHRIS COUNTS

WITH THE only road to their homes blocked by a rock
slide, about 50 people on Partington Ridge are finding creative
ways to get to work and bring supplies home. And they’re getting
a helping hand from their neighbors and government officials.

A section of Partington Ridge Road collapsed Dec 23, 2012,
and blocked Highway 1 for four days. While the main highway is
now open, it could take months to fix the private road they rely
on, residents say.

Partington Ridge homeowner Jay Abbott is one of several
people coordinating the effort to repair the road and make sure
those living on Partington Ridge can make it to work as well as
get food and supplies. He provided The Pine Cone with an infor-
mal census of his neighborhood.

“We have about 75 people who have homes on the ridge, and
about 60 of them make it their full-time home,” Abbott
explained. “Fifty of them are there now and intend to stay.”

Of that group, about half are over the age of 60, he said.
To get food and supplies up and down the ridge, several resi-

dents are traveling along a network of unofficial hiking trails and
private dirt roads.

“Two property owners have been kind enough to allow for a
very limited use of ATVs across their land,” Abbott said.

Also offering ridge residents help was Monterey County
Supervisor Dave Potter, who visited the site of the slide on New
Year’s Eve.

“Dave brought with him his aide, Kathleen Lee, and four or
five county officials to assess the situation and see what we
need,” Abbott reported. “They were very helpful.”

Abbott said Potter’s office is looking into funding options for

See LOT page 8A

DEL MONTE CONSERVANCY BUYS EMPTY LOT FOR $4.1M
By PAUL MILLER

ONE OF the most scenic pieces of private property on
17 Mile Drive was acquired last week by the Del Monte
Forest Conservancy for $4.1 million and will be protected

“forever” by an open space easement, according to the con-
servancy’s president.

The two-acre lot, which is adjacent to the Cypress Point
Club’s 13th Hole and overlooks Fanshell Beach, has been
zoned for decades for a single-family home and could have

been the site of a magnificent mansion.
“Now, it’s going to be held in open

space,” said the conservancy’s president,
Rick Verbanec. “Nothing’s going to be done
with it.”

He said the property had probably been
held by the same family since it was origi-
nally subdivided in the early days of the
Pebble Beach Company. But, despite its
stunning location and obvious value, it has
never been developed. 

According to records on file at the coun-
ty courthouse, the sellers, Stephen and
Geoffrey Peters, and their sister, Anne
Battle, inherited the property from their
parents, prominent Palo Alto attorney Colin
Peters, who died in 2008, and his wife and
fellow Stanford Law graduate, Carol Peters,
who died in 2009.

The kids still own another prominent
piece of property on 17 Mile Drive, this onePHOTO/PAUL MILLER

Del Monte Forest Conservancy President Rick Verbanec at a two-acre parcel adjacent
to Cypress Point Club the conservancy purchased last week for $4.1 million.

Concord man arrested 
for trying to murder wife

By MARY SCHLEY

A STAY at one of the Peninsula’s most stunning venues
turned violent last week, when a Concord man attempted to
strangle his wife on the deck of a Highlands Inn guest room,
according to the Monterey County Sheriff’s Office.

And he might have succeeded, had a neighboring guest
not dialed 911, Monterey County Sheriff’s Sgt. Mike Burns
said Wednesday. “It’s a good thing the neighbor called,” he
said. “I was glad to see that.”

The fight occurred around 7:30 p.m. Dec. 27, when 51-
year-old Timothy Whicher and his wife, only identified by

police as Jane Doe, were in
their guest room at the Hyatt
Carmel Highlands. For rea-
sons Burns didn’t know,
Whicher became angry and
the couple started fighting,
and the woman tried to flee,
due to the 5-foot-11-inch,
240-pound man’s “intoxica-
tion and anger.”

In her summary of the
incident, deputy Kathy
Palazzolo reported Whicher,
“grabbed her on the deck
and covered her mouth and
nose with his hand, prevent-
ing her from breathing.” 

“He told her he was going
to kill her,” Palazzolo said.

The woman, who was not
intoxicated, struggled to break free, at one point biting
Whicher’s hand in an attempt to get away, and he knocked her
to the ground, according to Palazzolo. The woman then
“begged him to think of their daughters and thought she was
going to die.”

Hearing the noise and voices, a guest in the room next
door asked what was happening, and while Whicher insisted
everything was fine, his wife yelled for help, Palazzolo
reported, so the neighbor dialed 911.

That call prompted police and medical response, though
Burns said the woman declined medical attention at the time.

“It does not look like there were significant injuries,” he
said, and the woman returned home to Concord. Whicher,
meanwhile, remained in jail this week on charges of attempt-
ed murder, spousal abuse and making terrorist threats. Burns
said he did not talk to deputies about the allegations.

Thomas Whicher

See RESCUED page 12A

See EVENTS page 9A

To ‘dead center in the middle of nowhere’ and back
By CHRIS COUNTS

FIVE HIKERS learned last weekend how easy it is to get
lost in the Ventana Wilderness after a snow storm. And they
later discovered they weren’t really lost at all.

The hikers were described by Monterey County Sheriff’s
deputy Kenneth Owen as “young men from the Fresno area
between 18 and 20.” They left China Camp on Chews Ridge
Dec. 28, and hiked west along the Pine Ridge Trail toward the
coast. Two days later, they were found 11 miles away at

Cienega Camp, a little-known backpacking site that Owen
said is located “dead center in the middle of nowhere.”

When the hikers set out, they didn’t know where they
were going, Owen told The Pine Cone. “And they were ill-
prepared for the conditions. There was a lot of snow up
there.”

Given the storm, the snow was no surprise — China
Camp is located at about 4,350 feet, and after a steep descent
to Church Creek Divide and Pine Valley, the hikers had to
climb another ridge just as high.

At some point during their westward trek, the hikers lost
sight of the trail, which had become covered by snow.
According to Owen, the last landmark the hikers reported

Weddings, art shows
proposed for old bank

By MARY SCHLEY

THE FORMER bank at Dolores and Seventh that
developer John Mandurrago tried for a decade to
replace with housing and storefronts may become an
event center, according to a proposal slated for review
by the planning commission next week.

The company that purchased the property in August
2011, Cpines 7 LLC, submitted the proposal after being
approached by Carmel Residents Association member
and city cultural commissioner Kristy Downing and
resident Fred Kern, according to managing partner
Jeffrey Peterson.

According to the applicants, the exterior of the mod-
ern-style building designed by architect Walter Burde
and built in 1972, with its high ceilings, steep angles
and large windows, will remain unchanged, while the

Have the complete Carmel Pine Cone delivered every Thursday evening to your iPad, laptop, PC or phone. Free subscriptions available at www.carmelpinecone.com


