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Gingerbread House may provide funds for open space
By KELLY NIX

WHEN RENAISSANCE man Pedro de Lemos built the
storybook Gingerbread House in Del Monte Forest in the
1940s, he intended it to be caretakers’ quarters next to his
much larger dream house on the property.

But because of a shortage of building materials and labor

during WWII, de Lemos never got around to building the
larger residence (only the foundation was built) and he ended
up living in the Gingerbread House — dubbed Casita de
Lemos — with his wife until he died in 1954.

Nestled in the dunes at the edge of the forest and over-
looking the Pacific Ocean at Bird Rock, the Hansel and
Gretel-like Gingerbread House had later tenants but hasn’t

been occupied for years. Weather and vandals have
taken their toll on the building.

But thanks to the Del Monte Forest Conservancy
— the nonprofit that owns and manages open space
in Del Monte Forest — the 1,400-square-foot build-
ing’s roof was recently replaced, and there are plans
to lease or sell the home to raise money for the foun-
dation’s other activities. 

“It’s absolutely gorgeous,” Jody Le Towt, one of
the conservancy’s board members said of the cot-
tage, “And nobody could ever build in front of you
because all the land is in conservation easement.”

Though the roof is done, the two-bedroom, two-
bath house needs complete renovation, work the
conservancy will leave up to its new occupants. The
estimate to restore the cottage to its historical stan-
dards varies from $400,000 to $700,000. 

“What we are hoping to do is get somebody to
lease long term and they can do their own improve-
ments,” he said. 

While the conservancy would like to sell the

Volume 98  No. 48 On the Internet: www.carmelpinecone.com

Y O U R S O U R C E F O R L O C A L N E W S ,  A R T S A N D O P I N I O N S I N C E 1 9 1 5

November 30 - December 6, 2012

See POTTER page 11A

See COMMISSION page 6A

Have the complete Carmel Pine Cone delivered every Thursday evening to your iPad, laptop, PC or phone. Free subscriptions available at www.carmelpinecone.com

Water district biologist: 

‘Don’t tear down Los Padres Dam’
By CHRIS COUNTS

WHILE FEDERAL wildlife officials are calling for the
removal of Los Padres Dam to improve conditions in the
Carmel River for steelhead trout, a fisheries biologist who
works for the Monterey Peninsula Water Management

See DAMS page 26A
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San Clemente Dam (pictured) is dangerous and should be removed,
according to a Monterey Peninsula Water Management District biol-
ogist. But the much larger and newer Los Padres Dam should be
dredged so it holds more water, he said. Federal wildlife officials
want Los Padres Dam removed, as well.

Final vote shows 
Potter had big win

By KELLY NIX 

ON WEDNESDAY, Monterey County 5th District
Supervisor Dave Potter got official word of what everybody
already knew: He soundly beat challenger Marc Del Piero.
The final margin of victory, announced Wednesday, was 55
to 45 percent — a lead that grew steadily as absentee and
provisional ballots were counted in the weeks following elec-
tion day.

The two men ran a hotly contested campaign — Potter
trying to retain the seat he’s held for 16 years and Del Piero,
who served three county supervisor terms beginning in the
1980s, hungry to unseat him. 

As the weeks went by, Del Piero wouldn’t concede, say-
ing he was waiting for all the votes to be counted. But even
with the final tally in, Potter said Del Piero hadn’t conceded
or offered a congratulatory phone call. 

“I have not heard from Marc,” Potter told The Pine Cone.
The final tally showed the vote totals were 22,013 for

San Mateo County
supervisor to represent
MoCo on coastal body

By KELLY NIX

THE SHORELINE of Monterey County may be one of
the most scenic in the state, but the county once again will be
without a representative on the California Coastal
Commission, with the announcement this week that Carole
Groom has been appointed to it.   

On Monday, Assembly Speaker John Perez chose Groom,
a San Mateo County supervisor, to fill a spot left vacant on
the coastal commission by Santa Cruz County Supervisor
Mark Stone, who gave up his seat after being elected to the
California Assembly earlier this month. 

By law, Stone’s coastal commission spot, which previous-
ly was held by Monterey County Supervisor Dave Potter,

WITH STORMS ON

THE WAY, CITY PUTS

EOC ON ALERT
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WEDNESDAY’S STORM didn’t bring a whole lot
of rain, but the winds were strong enough to rip a big
piece of roof off a house on San Carlos Street and knock
down a few trees in town, Carmel officials said. 

With more windy and rainy storms from the Pacific
Ocean coming this weekend, they got the city’s
Emergency Operations Center ready to go if it’s needed,
and asked residents to be prepared.

“We checked out everything in the EOC, and we have

District said he believes removing the dam would actually
make it harder for the fish to survive in the river.

During a tour this week of two of Monterey County’s
engineering marvels — Los Padres Dam and San Clemente
Dam — Kevan Urquhart shared his views on several dam-
related topics.

The two dams have helped to provide the Monterey
Peninsula with water for nearly a century. When they were
built, they solved existing water shortages. But today, one
dam has been rendered useless by silt and the other is on a hit
list. Meanwhile, the water shortage persists.

Because he works for a government agency that strives to
“manage, augment and protect” local water resources such as
the Carmel River and its reservoir — and because he’s con-
sidered an expert on the steelhead who live there — Urquhart
knows more about the ecology and the politics of the two
dams than most folks.

More water, not less
Even if a desal plant gets built, Urquhart is opposed to the

idea of taking down Los Padres Dam. Instead he wants to see
the reservoir behind it dredged, which would add 800 acre-
feet of water to its existing 1,475-acre-foot capacity, allowing
more water to be released and keeping the Carmel River
flowing during the summer.

Currently, the MPWMD rescues thousands of fish from
the river as it shrinks during dry weather, but “if the reservoir
is dredged — and the dam remains — the need for fish res-
cues would be drastically reduced,” said Urquhart, who has
worked for the MPWMD since 2006. 

Tearing down the dam would make it necessary to keep
rescuing fish in large numbers, he said, because there would
be less water in the river during dry months.

Cal Am’s customers pay for the fish rescues now, but if
Cal Am lost the dam, someone else would need to fund steel-
head rescue efforts, Urquhart said. There also wouldn’t be
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Strong winds removed a large piece of the roof on this San
Carlos Street house Wednesday. More damage could be on
the way. 
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The famous Gingerbread House in Pebble Beach is for lease, and may even
be sold, by the open space group that owns it. 




